TINNED  MEATS

21

The rubber is incinerated, the ash treated with a small quantity of
nitric acid and boiling water, the liquid filtered and the filtrate analysed
by the usual methods.
For a more exact examination the procedure is as follows :
About 2 grams of a mixture of sodium carbonate and potassium nitrate
are melted in a porcelain crucible and about i gram of the substance, finely
cut, gradually added to the fused mass. When cold, the mass is heated
with water and the clear liquid decanted off, the residue being subsequently
boiled with two separate quantities of 50 c.c. of water and filtered. The
lead and zinc are left as carbonates and, after solution in acetic acid, may
be identified in the usual way. The presence of zinc is also shown by the
yellow colour of the hot, fused mass.
For the detection of antimony and mercury, see Vulcanised Rubber, 5
(Chapter XI, this volume).